
Our colourful Canadian Octobers are always 
made more spectacular by the arrival of 
Thanksgiving, an upbeat holiday that joins 
us together to give thanks for God’s gift of 
life, the blessing of food and the 
unwavering love of family and friends 
both past and present. 

October also plays host to a second, more 
ancient tradition that interestingly began in a  
similar way: Halloween. Today’s elaborate 
costumes, scary decorations and bowls of 
candy have become kind of its own mask 
for what is, in fact, a one-night event  filled 
with deeply-rooted, ancient traditions to 
celebrate the end of harvest season.

“All Hallow’s Eve” pre-dates Christianity as 
a Celtic festival attached to Celt New Year 
celebrations on November 1st. Just as their 
season blended from one of Summer 
Harvest (Life) to Dark Winter (Death), so 
too they believed that the worlds of the 
living and the dead touched each other 
during this fragile time of year. 

On the evening before the New Year, Celts 
would hold their Festival of Samhain: 
Bonfires were lit, sacrifices made and 
disguises worn to hide from ghosts 
wandering freely between the worlds. 
There were traditions of leaving bowls of 
food on doorsteps and windows open so 
that ghosts could pass through. Samhain 
was was both a celebration of the earth’s 
sunny bounty and a ritual to ward off the 
dangerous trials of an approaching winter. 

The arrival of Christianity in the following 
centuries deeply influenced and transformed 

the spirit 
of the festival,  but not all traditions were 
lost. By the 8th century, Pope Gregory III 
designated November 1st as a time to 
honour all saints and martyrs (All Saint’s 
Day), and some of the traditions belonging 
to the Festival of Samhain blended in. As 
Christianity spread into celtic lands 
Samhain became Hallowmas,  a day to 
commemorate the souls of the blessed dead.

Time, and a bounty of other traditions and 
influences from various countries 
eventually transformed Halloween into 
what we see today--a relatively 
inexpensive community event drawing 
neighbours and children together for an 
evening of fun (and maybe a scary thrill 
or two).

So it looks like the reasons for celebrating 
Halloween have pretty much been left 
behind in the pages of history books, but 
its roots remain a fascinating tale. The 
Festival of Samhain after all,  was never 
just a superstitious evening of fending off 
ghosts, goblins and witches: Like our 
Thanksgiving, it was also a festival to 
celebrate the bounty of harvest, be 
thankful for life, and to remember those 
whose spirits rest with us.

D. Dixon 
(for more details about The Festival of 

Samhain, visit:  www.history.com, or 
www.allsaintsbrookline.org/celtic/

samhain.html)
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A Ghostly Harvest 
Celebration 

What we know as Halloween today is rooted in an ancient 
Celtic festival to celebrate the end of Harvest 

and the beginning of the Celt New Year 
(and, of course, to ward off restless ghosts)

Pale amber sunlight falls across 
The reddening October trees, 

That hardly sway before a breeze 
As soft as summer: summer's loss

Seems little, dear! on days like these. 

Ernest Dowson, Autumnal

Our Annual Country Fair is almost here and 
we welcome donations and volunteers 
everywhere. Jewelry, glassware,  figurines, 
gently used or new “treasure” items. 

Bake Table Donations: Pies, breads, squares, 
fudge, jam, jellies, candy, pickles, relishes.

Don’t forget too our Friday night Lasagne 
dinner and Saturday Tea room. Please drop in 
to say hello and stay awhile!

Annual Country Fair is Coming!
November 8 & 9

Sunday School News
The Sunday school is in full swing working 
to raise money for Youth Upliftment. To 
date they have raised over $500 collecting 
drink cans and bottles. The collection box 
sits on our stage,  please help them out with 
this worthy cause!

Valois United Website
Our website is undergoing a bit of a 
renovation, so you might see changes in the 
coming months. Some new features already 
include weekly updates of the church bulletin 
announcements. Hopefully too, some audio 
and video messages will be loaded onto our 
site so that you can also enjoy the spectacular 
musical performances and words of 
inspiration we get to hear every Sunday. As 
before,  our newsletter is also available 
through the website. Stay tuned.

Fundscrip is Back!
Fundscrip has returned with a few new 
options, including ordering gift cards on-line 
for delivery right to your door. Paper orders 
will also be taken after church on 
November 10 and December 8 for pickup 
the following week. Online orders can be 
made any time for home delivery. With this 
new system anyone in Canada can order 
cards and help us out! Valois United code for 
on-line ordering is: YBHG94. Visit our 
website for details.

Deborah-Anne Dixon



